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WTO and FAO to collaborate on trade and food safety

1 October 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - Thailand and Pakistan held their first
round of FTA negotiation on 29 September — 1 October 2015 in Bangkok, after both
countries’ Ministers of Commerce announced the commencement of the negotiation at the
3rd Thailand-Pakistan Joint Trade Committee Meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan in August.

Read more

NAHIAN WTO ANRIVLIYLIRTHDUNRANTUNSLLAUSSINA
mﬂ@u‘wﬂﬂ

6 WE/ 58 @mmfimﬁmfm - Nﬂﬂiﬂ@’?ﬂmm‘ﬂﬁivﬁﬂﬂmvﬂu@i TRIPS @mmimﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ
sﬁwmummuw 6 qumﬂu Tﬁ@uiyqﬁleiﬁﬂﬂ&lﬂ&lq%ﬂﬂ‘ivmﬂwWHW%@HWZ‘I@@QQQWNH@WHHN\?N@
GfumimLuum‘s@mﬁmum‘zmﬂ‘ﬁﬂmﬂﬂwm NW.F1.2576 @J'mm'a (ﬂ”l‘]ﬁl’]’ﬂ\?ﬂﬂ“ﬂ)

WTO members agree to extend drug patent exemption for
poorest members

6 November 2015, World Trade Organization - Least-developed country (LDC) members of
the WTO will be allowed to maintain maximum flexibility in their approach to patenting
pharmaceutical products until at least 2033, following a decision taken by the WTO’s
Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) on 6

November. Read more
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Panel Looks At Patentability Criteria in Public Health
11 November 2015, Intellectual Property Watch - A recent workshop on patentability criteria
illustrated how countries are using the policy space provided by international trade rules to

calibrate their patent law. In particular, incremental innovation remains a trying issue for
national legislators, speakers said. Read more
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WHO Director Questions IP Rights, Drug Prices, Industry
Influence

12 November 2015, Intellectual Property Watch - Saying she could speak more freely outside
of the World Health Organization, WHO Director General Margaret Chan today told a
gathering of think tank representatives at the Graduate Institute of Geneva that intellectual

property rights may be unfairly driving up drug prices and that industry lobbying may be
interfering with governments’efforts to take action on behalf of their citizens’ public health.

Read more
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No haste in joining TPP

20 November 2015, Matichon Online - The agreement among 12 Pacific countries on the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade deal in October had spiked up the interest of those
in the fields of economics and industry as well as those from other sectors. The total
economic value of the 12 countries amounts to 40 percent of the world’s, which is
approximately 30 trillion US Dollars or 1,095 trillion Baht, and is expected to grow to
become the world’s largest. For Thailand, the focus is now on the fact that Thailand still
remains a non-party to this free trade agreement. The question is, if Thailand does not join
the TPP, how much would the country lose when compared to countries party to the
agreement? Read full article in Thai

Related news and articles:
- TDRI Factsheet 38: TPP and the choices Thailand has. (Article in Thai)
- TPP Text Is Out, Finally, With Lots Of Bilateral Specialities

- # ' PPWorseThanWeThought Groups opposing the Asia-Pacific economic
partnership (Article in Thaﬂ
- ‘One Battleship Has Arrived In Port’— A Japanese View On The TPP

- Joining TPP will force Thailand to accept several intellectual property treaties, scholars
revealed, affecting agriculture and local agricultural 1ndustrv. (Article in Thai)

- Government must be cautious on TPP, 'Parnpree' advises (Article in Thai)
- New US ambassador invites Thailand to join TPP (Article in Thai)

- TPP Strengthens Controversial IP Arbitration

- What the TPP pact means for Thailand
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Thailand ratifies Trade Facilitation Agreement

23 November 2015, World Trade Organization - WTO members meeting as the TRIPS
(trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights) Council agreed on 23 November on a
draft ministerial decision on so-called non-violation disputes in the area of intellectual
property. The decision is expected to be adopted at the Nairobi Ministerial Conference in
December. Read more
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Outcomes of the economics meeting at the 27th ASEAN Summit
24 November 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - Malaysia, as the Chair of ASEAN in
2015, hosted the 27th ASEAN Summit and related meetings in Kuala Lumpur on 21-22
November 2015. The meeting was preceded by the 14th AEC Council meeting held on 20
November 2015 to make preparations on ASEAN economic matters for the leader’s
meeting. Read full article in Thai

Related news and documents:

- ASEAN Services Integration Report

- The ASEAN Economic Community 2015: Progress and Key Achievements

- ASEAN Integration Report 2015

- Kuala Lumpur Declaration on The Establishment of The ASEAN Community
- ASEAN 2025 at A Glance
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Patent protection favoring multinational pharma raises concern
25 November 2015, Hfocus - NGO-patient networks raised concern that the Department of
Intellectual Property (DIP) leaves room for multinational pharmaceutical companies to file
for drug patents, claiming DIP’s inefhiciency as well as obstacles preventing patent opposi-
tion such as the 90-day limit, inaccurate database, difficult search system and inefficient
website to be the cause. They claimed DIP needs to step up in the protection of its citizen
and redeem itself by revoking the patent for Hepatitis C which was proven not to be a new
drug to help millions of patients in the country gain access to the treatment.

Read full article in Thai
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Trade Policy Review: Thailand

26 November 2015, World Trade Organization - The seventh review of the trade policies and
practices of Thailand takes place on 24 and 26 November 2015. The basis for the review is a
report by the WTO Secretariat and a report by the Government of Thailand. Read more
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WIPO Patent Law Committee Looks at Access to
Medicines, Confidentiality

30 November 2015, Intellectual Property Watch - The World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion committee on patent law is meeting this week, including a half-day seminar on the rela-
tionship between patent systems and the availability of medicines in developing countries
and least-developed countries. Read more

Related News:
- Public Health Considerations Should Guide Patent Examination, Paper Argues
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