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not liable or responsible for any incomplete or inaccurate information that may be presented in the document.
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National Health Commission proposes 4 ways to reduce health
impacts from trade liberalization

3 April 2016, Hfocus - The National Health Commission endorsed 4 ways to reduce health
impacts and strike a balance in international trade liberalization. Concerns regarding
foreign control over the pharmaceutical industry and patents, high priced medicine, and
access to medicine were voiced. The meeting recommends state to take actions to reduce
conditions posing as barriers to trade in partner countries to promote fair competition.

Read full article in Thai
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Landmark WIPO Conference On IP And Development
Kicks Off

4 April 2016, Intellectual Property Watch - The role of intellectual property in economic, social
and cultural development is at the heart of an international conference organised by the

World Intellectual Property Organization this week. Today, a diverse range of speakers gave
their views on the relationship between IP and innovation and creativity, with some
describing in specific examples how IP helped their developing economies. Many speakers
insisted on the need for developing countries to have policy space to define an IP system best
suited to their development needs. Read more
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Members renew attempts to deepen WTO scrutiny of regional
trade agreements

8 April 2016, World Trade Organization - WTO members revived this week long-standing
talks to deepen the WTO’s scrutiny of regional trade agreements (RTAs) in line with
instructions laid out by ministers last December. Provisions in the recent Nairobi
Ministerial Declaration, said the new committee chair, could pave the way for a more
constructive review of how these deals affect the wider multilateral trading system.

Read more
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Analysis: WTO Amendment On Access To Medicines Faces

EU Conundrum
14 April 2016, Intellectual Property Watch - - After waiting for over a decade, the World Trade
Organization is finally close to achieving the first ever amendment to its rule-book, with

only a handful of members still needing to formally accept new intellectual property
provisions dealing with one aspect of access to medicines. Read more
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Different angles on “TPP’: economic boost — social harm?
18 April 2016, Hfocus - Economically, joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) has
potential benefits for Thailand in terms of investment and export, making the private
industry supportive of option to join the TPP— a stance in line with that of Japan and the
United States as shown through the role of US-ASEAN Business Council (USABC)
Read full article in Thai
Related news:
- Japan’s stance on pushing Thailand to join TPP (Article in Thai)
- Anticipating PM’s decision to join TPP- Commerce gathers data by April 29th/
ISCCIBinsists on jumping in (Article in Thai)
- More than 50 Groups Call on US Congress to Stop TPP, the Worst Trade Deal Ever
for Access to Affordable Medicines
- Another side of the story — economist insist Thailand won’t be at disadvantage even

without joining TPP (Article in Thai)

- FTA Watch demands clarification from Commerce — fears made up information

favoring TPP (Article in Thai)
- US private industry supports Thailand to join TPP (Article in Thai)

- Farmers vow protests if TPP gets nod
- Commerce clears things up with anti-TPP groups (Article in Thai)

- Pushing to settle RCEP beforeTPP(Article in Thai)
- TPP and impacts on small farmers (Article in Thai)
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Health ministers and representatives from 12 Asia-Pacific
countries prepares to take antimicrobial resistance issue to UN
General Assembly

19 April 2016, Ministry of Public Health - Health ministers and representatives from 12
Asian-Pacific countries joined forces in tackling the issue of antimicrobial resistance.
Concerns that approximately 10 million deaths would result if the no solution is made
within 34 years — with almost half the deaths in Asia- has been raised as well as concerns on
the potentially huge impact on the economy. The issue is to be raised to the Group of 7
meeting to be held in September 2016 before taking the issue to the UN General Assembly.
Read full article in Thai
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Cabinet endorses ASEAN Agreement on Medical Device

Directive

19 April 2016, Hfocus - The Cabinet resolution came in favor of raising the ASEAN
Agreement on Medical Device Directive to the National legislative Assembly for approval
along with the draft Act on medical device. The Agreement focuses on standards and
medical device inspection and certification including issues on the definitions and scope,
essential principles of safety and performance, classification, registration and technical
documents. Read full article in Thai
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Leaked IP Chapter Of Asian F'TA Reveals Tough Rules For

Poorer Partners, Civil Society Says

20 April 2016, Intellectual Property Watch — The alleged intellectual property chapter of a
secretive regional trade agreement between an association of ten Asian countries plus six
others was released yesterday by a civil society group, which says richer countries in the
region are pushing for stringent IP rules. Read more
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Thailand-US pushes trade and investment values, aims to

place US at top

19 April 2016, Hfocus - Commerce Minister, Apiradi Tantraporn, led the Thai Delegation -
consisting of representatives from the Ministry of Commerce (Department of Trade
Negotiation, Department of Intellectual Property) and external bodies including the
Ministry of Labor, Customs Department, Department of Agriculture, Food and Drug
Administration and Bank of Thailand — to join the the Ministers’ and the Senior Officials’
Joint Council meeting on Trade and Investment Framework Agreement between the

United States and the Kingdom of Thailand (TTFA) on 20-22 April 2016 in United States.

Read full article in Thai
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US opposes discussion of Mode 4 issues under GATS

26 April 2016, Thairath - National Reform Steering Committee overwhelmingly voted in
tavor of raising the tax for soft drinks, green tea and yoghurt by 20 to 25 percent; handing
the matter over to the Cabinet for consideration and further actions. Thailand has been
identified as one of the top consumers of sugar which can increase the risk of obesity and
hypertension. Meanwhile, the increase in tax is estimated to add 10 billion baht to the
government’s revenue per year. Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- Dental Council supports National Reform Steering Committee resolution on

sweetened beverage tax raise — claiming the raise can help reduce tooth decay

(Article in Thai)
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International Health Policy Program (IHPP) is a leading institute 6
in Health Policy and System Research for evidence-based policy making HEiE,d
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