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Multiplex World

A world without a hegemon, culturally and
politically diverse yet
interconnected, whose main players – both
the makers and breakers of order – are not
just states but also international and
regional bodies, non-state
groups, corporations, and people’s
movements and networks.

Armitav Archaya, 2012/2013



Key factors underpin the demise of the 
US-led liberal hegemonic world order

• The Rise of Other Powers: China, India, Emerging 
power, Developing Countries, Global South

• The Rise of the New Threats (Transnational in nature and 
No nation): more complex challenging e.g. 
Terrorism, Ethnic Conflicts, Conflicts induced by Climate 
Change, 



China has 3 pronged approach to 
regionalism

1. Continue Chinese engagement with 
ASEAN, ASEAN+1, ASEAN+3, ASEAN+6 institutions e.g. 
ARF, RCEP, East Asia Summit

2. Develop Regional-Multilateral Institutions: established the rule of 
the game in the areas where China has resources to contribute 
and leadership to flex i.e. AIIB: Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank

• 1. & 2. Consistent with the norms of "Open Regionalism"

• 1. & 2. AIIB = The World Bank (US) = IMF (EU) = ADB (Japan)



China has 3 pronged approach to 
regionalism

3.1 One Belt, One Road: Focus on Regional Economy, the 
projects are mainly negotiated and implemented 
bilaterally with specific agreements with individual 
nations.

3.2 Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building in 
Asia (CICA): Focus on Regional Security
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Silk Road Economic Belt
3 Routes, 4 Economic Corridors
1. New Eurasian Land Bridge, running from Western 

China to Western Russia
2. China–Mongolia–Russia Corridor, running from 

Northern China to Eastern Russia
3. China–Central Asia–West Asia Corridor, running from 

Western China to Turkey
4. China–Indochina Peninsula Corridor, running from 

Southern China to Singapore

21st Century Maritime Silk Road 
2 Route, 14 Ports, 2 Economic 
Corridors
1. Bangladesh-China-Myanmar Corridor, running from 

Southern China to Myanmar.
2. China–Pakistan Corridor, running from South-Western 

China to Pakistan
3. Maritime Silk Road, running from the Chinese Coast 

through Singapore to the Mediterranean



Denny Quah, 2011
LSE, NUS



https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/the-
economy/assets/world-in-2050-february-
2015.pdf





Indo-Pacific as a Global Strategy
"Indo-Pacific", originally a geographic concept that spans two regions of the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, is not a new concept
in itself. 10 years ago, Gurpreet s. Khurana, who used the word" Indo-Pacific Strategy" for the first time, was a marine strategist and
executive director of the New Delhi National Marine Foundation. Recently, he wrote in the Washington Post that the new term has
changed the new strategic mind map since China’s “reform and opening up” in the 1980s. “Asia Pacific” has shaped the image of a
community of interests linking the United States and East Asia. The " Indo-Pacific " used by Trump means that India, the United
States, and other major Asian democracies, especially Japan and Australia, will join in curbing China in the new framework of growing
"Cold War" influence. (Chen, 2018)



Indo-Pacific

• In recent years, the Indo-Pacific strategy and the Quad (US, Japan, India and Australia)
concept have been introduced and advocated by various countries at various points in
time. The renewal of 2007 Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) proposed by Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan, with the support of Vice President Dick Cheney of the
US, Prime Minister John Howard of Australia and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of
India.

• Chinese scholars believe that the geopolitical changes brought about by China's rise are
the main reason Washington is devoting efforts to boost Indo-Pacific alliances, and the
Indo-Pacific strategy is intended to hedge against China’s foreign and security policy
behaviour.

• On the other hand, many scholars also argue that Trump's Indo-Pacific strategy is an
update of Obama's “rebalance.” Xue Li, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, believes that the new strategy is needed because of the strategic culture and
the need for balance of power in the United States.

• Changes in the geo-political-economic environment in the Asia-Pacific region are the
fundamental causes motivating the creation of the Indo-Pacific strategy.



India = One of the fastest economy in terms 
of development and economics growth
• C17 - C18: 23-24% Share of 

Global GDP

• In 1947, this share dropped to 
only 3%

• From 1900 – 1947 GDP growth = 
0.0001% p.a.

• In 2017, Indian Economy 
considered as the 7th largest in 
the world

• In 2016 GDP growth = 7.5%

• In 1947,
• 90% indian population lives under 

poverty line
• 17% Literacy rate
• 27 years life expectancy

• In 2017
• 22% indian population lives under 

poverty line
• 75% Literacy rate
• 66-68 years life expectancy



Security And Growth for All in the Region
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http://senthil-studynotes.blogspot.com/2016/05/caecongeog-ind-
project-sagarmala.html



Nationalism/ Radicalism/ 
Xenophobia/ Protectionism



US sending 5,200 
troops to border 

with Mexico



20 ข้ฬควรรู้ส าหรับประเทศไทยและประชาคมฬาเซียน

ท่ามกลางสงครามการค้า

ปู้ช่วยศาสตราจารย ์ดร.ปิติ ศรีแสงนาม ศนูย์ฬาเซียนศึกษา จุหาลงกรณ์มหาวิทยาลัย
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Top 15 Countries Most Affected by US Trade War (unit: Billions of USD)

Source: Lin Guijun (2018). UIBE Academy of China Open Economy Studies 



China-Japan 
“A New Stage” Cooperation

• Official Visit (25-27 Oct 2018) after 7 years.

• > 500 Business Deals (> 2.6 Billions of USD) mainly 
in Infrastructure Development, Energy and 
Automobile

• 30 Billions of USD China-Japan Bilateral Currency 
Swap pact

• High-level Diplomatic and Military Exchanges

• Constructive Dialogue

• Xi will visit Osaka for G-20 Summit in 2019

• Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) 
and China Development Bank joints loans when 
investing in the 3rd country market



China-Japan “A New Stage” Cooperation

• Cooperating in the third countries enable the two nations to stabilizes 
tied, but would help Tokyo reduce the risk of upsetting the US by 
promoting China’s Rise.

• China has wanted to include Japan as a partner of the BRI, which has been 
criticized by many western countries

• Japan wants to stabilize relations with China by using economic 
leverage, but doesn’t want to be labelled as collaborating with China.

• The Joint-investments may offer Japan a new tactic for limiting China’s 
influence over ASEAN

• Cooperating in the third countries projects was a way of compromising.

Source: Yasuhiro Matsuda, Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, University of Tokyo
Kotaro Tamura, Former Parliamentary Secretary in Charge of Economic and Fiscal Policy, Japan Cabinet Office.

Lee Myon-woo, Japan Affairs Expert and VP, Sejong Institute, ROK



3 Main Strategies of 
Thailand

1. Deeper and Broader ASEAN 
Regional Integration

2. ASEAN Connectivity
3. SEZs and EEC



Asian Regionalism is at a Crossroads

• ASEAN is weakened BUT NOT out. 
ASEAN = vital role to play in managing security. AEC is a very 
positive development

• BUT ASEAN's role in the wider Asia-Pacific or the Indo-
Pacific is LESS rosy than before. 

• ASEAN's Centrality is Over-optimistic. 

• We need China-India-ASEAN to get this job done. 



RCEP

• GDP: USD 25.4 Trillions (2017)
• GDP Per Capita: USD 7,146 (2017)
• Population: 3,552 millions (2017)
• 6th RCEP Ministerial Meeting: 30-31 August 2018 at Singapore
• 23rd Round of Negotiations: 17-27 July 2018 in Bangkok
• Comprehensive, High-Quality, Mutually Benefit, Broader and Deeper than 

ASEAN+1
• Concluded Chapters: Customs Procedures, Trade Facilitations, Government 

Procurement
• To be Conclude: Market Access, e-Commerce, IPR, Narrowing down the 

Gap between RCEP members



Challenges

• Untapped international trade and investment potentials

• How to create the “Free and Fair” Trade among Indo-Pacific region

Recommendations

• Demand Driven Trade Policy: Reciprocal Demand, Understand each 
other, Trust Building, People to People Connectivity

• Software Connectivity: Trade Facilitations (TFs), Dialogue and More 
Appropriated Communications, More Prudent international trade and 
investment policies, coupled with sincerely foreign relations policies

• ASEAN, ASEAN+3, India: Partners from Sustainable Development







Thailand Special Economic Development Zones

1st Phase
• Tak

• Mukdahan

• Sa Kaeo

• Trat

• Songkhla

2nd Phase
• Chiang Rai

• Nong Khai

• Nakhon Phanom

• Kanchanaburi

• Narathiwat





Eastern Economic Corridor



Factors affecting Foreign Direct Investment

• Market size and growth 
potential 

• Openness

• Exchange Rate Valuation

• Clustering effects

• Political stability

• Institutions, Regulatory 
Environment 

• Wage rates

• Labour skills

• Tax rates

• Transport and infrastructure



No Free Lunch/ Unilateralism/ 
Debt Diplomacy/ Debt Trap/ 
New Colonization/ Socio-Cultural/ 
Environment/ Health Issues


