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Good morning, so wonderful to see you all here today

Dr.Sirina Pavarolarvidya, Dr.Somkiat,
Dr. Suwit, Dr. Cha-aim, Dr. Suriwan, distinguished ladies and

gentlemen, colleagues and friends.

It is my great privilege to welcome you here today on
behalf of WHO on International Trade and Health Conference
woewr. It is wonderful to see, today, such a diverse audience on
both national and international experts that they are so eager to
show knowledge and discuss their practical implications of
international trade initiative; for the health system in Thailand, for

the health for Thai people, as well as regionally and globally.

Trade policy and practices are expanding at the very fast
pace, particularly, in Asia. We live in an increasingly interdependent
world. Thailand and the region, currently, are under several very

complex trading negotiations. The Comprehensive and Progressive

e



Agreement for Trans-pacific Partnership, known as CPTPP; aims to
establish the third largest free trade area in the world, just after
NAFTA and EU. Thailand has, recently, announced its interest to
potentially joining this agreement and if negotiations are

successful, the implications will surely expand beyond trade.

The linkages between trade and public health are more
and more evident withemerging areas of concern. The term
globalization of public health has emerged expressing the
transnational and globalized nature of public health threats
including, but definitely not limited to, the spread of
communicable diseases. Free movement of people could facilitate
the spread of infection diseases while large infrastructure projects
could affect the environment, not always in a bad way, and
socioeconomic fabric of nations. Assertive materials could be
transported across the borders; impacting the health of population
living there. International trade can also impact health indirectly,
for health-related loss and policy development, For this reason
that Thailand International Trade and Health Programme prove this
conference and other activities try to generate up-to-date
evidences, to primarily inform the policy makers in Thailand to
appropriately safeguard the health of everyone living in Thailand.
New international initiatives continue at an increasing pace. And
the Belt and Road Initiative is a humongous such initiative by the
China government. When | said humongous, | can just give you
some numbers that is el times the financial size of the US

Marshall plan to help Europe after the Second World War

]



The BRI represents an enormous investment with potential

for generating tremendous and sustained economic development.

Far from being only a vehicle to increase China’s role in
global economy, the BRI comprises many health dimensions: some
explored and some not yet explored including programs on
emerging response, medical assistance, science and technological
advancement and collaboration. In August boee, during the first
biennial BRI high level meeting on health cooperation, over mo
health ministers joined together with our leaders include our
Director-General, Dr. Tedros, and they signed jointly the Beijing
Communiqué which we will have a chance to discuss in greater
details during the deliberation today and tomorrow. The
document represents the blueprint of a joint commitment to
protect public health and strengthen people to people exchanges

among their over bo countries that are part of the BRI initiative.

However, with all these potential positive externality, there
are also potential threats to public health and corresponding
mitigation strategies have not been fully explored and analyzed.

And we very much hope this conference will contribute to this.

Just to remind everyone, this week is the WHO World
Antibiotic Awareness Week, and AMR is the major challenge for
public health in the current globalized environment. Antimicrobials
are susceptible to absurd lesson due to inappropriate use. And, of
course, BRI health initiative, the so-called the Health Silk Road,



could contribute to addressing AMR in the countries, part of the
initiative.

This year International Trade and Health Conference has a
crucial role of gathering experts of various disciplines. Many of you
are doctors - some of you are economists — some of you are
lawyers, and together we can share knowledge and experience,
and we have an ambitious objective to develop evidence-base
policy recommendations to prevent potential negative health
implications and why not amplify the positive externality to health

from this initiative.

| wish you a very fruitful deliberations for over the next

couple of days and very the presence day in the land of smile.

Thank you.
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Belt and Road Initiative and its implications

beyond trade
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Belt and Road Initiative and trade and investment
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#29i
Belt and Road Initiative - Opportunities and Challenges
to Global Health
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- Silk Road Public Health Network

- Silk Road Policy Research Network

- Silk Road Hospital Alliance

- Silk Road Health Industry Alliance
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Belt and Road Initiative —opportunity or threat to UHC

TAsan1s BRI eraadevislentaunazanuriimislunisiamn
ndnusefuguamdundlulssmeasing q ludulemafianuisaiaty
oA msfiumadhdaiinmsguamlulszinasie esnnUssimadule
finslieutewdouaramuiuassuauluUssmauuduni oy
Bosweddasadafiugtuuarynainsmanisund Tnsiamgluiuifis
nieuIn1saIssugulitiieane dwaldnisidnfauinisgquainly
Ussinamaniiu iannntu uenandussmaiudsiidnenmluduns
wane1 Tadu waziadeaileunng demnUszinaiufinisdieensiuas
gunsaifinanlviiudsemadug Tusivengau favdaalviszmnad
PMaLAauannIfsiunmaddewargUnsaifinaldindedy

wiag19lsAniy 1ASaN15 BRI 81998@519AURI N8 sRaTE UL
FUNNNAN8UTENT IAELRNIZAUAMAITNYDILMATHANAUTNINIS
wnnd AinuUsemasuiinisuianeuasiasessiounmsliUssmanigs
WarnwaneUszwe egnsmarios winuinsunasnanldnsetuainy
FoensvesUsemanildfuuiana uenanionvesussmeiuiideoanly
UILIUTENAGIVINTEUUNITATUANLALATIVABUANA TN WAL TN
AU TdILT

MnMsfisenaluinsiannszuundnuseiuguandaumi
ogsreLlesaunszaszaumnudnia Iifinssunalszaunisaluas
uniSeumnuduiadsnanlumeunsliiuussmaiideanisussgiimaneg
TuiSosemdnusefuguamiumi TnsdunFeuiddyfonisamu
Tnssadsfiugrudiuaisisuguitosiudedldifisans fiazsih UHC
Usgaunnud 159 Win15aenuiIunine nsuyuduasnI siauIdnenIn

((cd



vosyAnanIUgfun A lAssassiug i s sugududated
ddvasarudiia lngldendie19lasin1s eco eoo eoco 7FuldlH
AMNTIELARlUUTEIAAT Usznaunielsiiel eoo WK #I8UINIT
AUNM @00 Wi LArTEUUUTEN @oo Wit Fudulasansiifinisamu

[
v v

MamnulassasiuguLasindnga nyanan iy

“How do we convince them (Chinese investors) to be less threat-
oriented, and more social-oriented? This is the real challenge for
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Belt and Road Initiative and Public Health Emergencies /
Health Security
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“Every country needs to take the leadership to come together
..and discuss and identify and shine the light on those benefits
that can be improved and risks that can be avoided... so that all
countries all regions benefit from this [BRI] opportunity.”

Dr Dennis Carroll

Director, Emerging Threats Program, USAID
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BRI and Health Innovation and Research Collaboration
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